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SUBJECT: CAR EMBASSY'S PRESS CONFERENCE ON 

ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT 

1 . AMBASSADOR MAIDOU HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE AT CAR'S 
EMBASSY HERE ON AFTERNOON OF FEBRUARY 6, TO "CLARIFY EVENTS 
OF THE ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT" MAIDOU SAID THAT IN VIEW OF 
CONFLICTING PRESS REPORTS GOCAR HAD INSTRUCTED ALL ITS 
EMBASSIES TO USE GOCAR'S FEBRUARY 4 PRESIDENTIAL COMMUNIQUE 
TO SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT. 

2. AFTER READING THE COMMUNIQUE, MAIDOU EXPRESSED BOKASSAS 
APPRECIATION FOR THE MESSAGES HE HAD RECEIVED FROM VARIOUS 
HEADS OF STATE, INCLUDING PRESIDENT FORD, ADDING THAT 
PRESIDENT MOBUTU MADE A SPECIAL TRIP TO CAR ON FEBRUARY 5 
TO DELIVER A MESSAGE OF ENCOURAGEMENT TO BOKASSA. 
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TAIWAN CENTRAL NEWS AND ABC NEWS ATTENDED THE PRESS CON- 
FERENCE. MOST OF THE CORRESPONDENTS PRESENT WERE MIFFED 
BY MAIDOU'S REFUSAL TO ACCEPT QUESTIONS FOLLOWING HIS 
READING OF THE COMMUNIQUE, ENGLISH AND FRENCH VERSIONS 
OF WHICH HAD BEEN GIVEN TO EACH ATTENDEE UPON ARRIVAL. 

THE AFP CORRESPONDENT WAS QUITE VOCAL IN COMMENTING ON 

THE ABSURDITY OF CALLING A PRESS CONFERENCE AND NOT PER- 
MITTING CORRESPONDENTS TO POSE QUESTIONS. AFTER 
HEARING THE COMMUNIQUE, EXCEPT FOR VOA. ALL CORRESPONDENTS 
DEPARTED ABRUPTLY, DECLINING MAIDOU’S OFFER OF RE- 
FRESHMENTS. SISCO 
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